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A FAREWELL || 1 


SERMON 


Preach'd in the Pariſh-Church | |} 
O F 
GREAT KIMBEL, 
IN THE 


County of BUCKS, 


Auguſt the 17th, 1707. 


5 


by RICHARD Mayo, | 


Then Vicar of Great K imbel, 


Now Miniſter of St. Thomas's Hoſpital 
in Southwark. | 


— — — — | 
— —— 


LONDON, 
inted for Samuel Crouch, over againſt the | 
Royal Exchange in Cornhill, 1707. | 


= . 


To the Inhabitants of the 
Pariſh of Great Kimbel in 
Bucks. 


Dearly Beloved ; _ 

HE laſt Words of departing 
S Friends have been thought 
worthy of Remembrance ; when many 
others, as uſeful, that were ſpoken be- 
fire, have ſlipt the Memory. I fend 
you therefore theſe my laſt Words, 
which contain, for the main, the things 
I would have ſpoken to you, if upon 
my Departure from you, I bad been 
mmediately to appear before the Fudge 
of Heaven and Earth. It cannot be 
long before you and I meet at the great 
Tribunal, or Fudgment-Seat of Chriſt; 
the Lord grant, that we may not rife 
up as Witneſſes one againſt another, 
at that day; but that we may meet 
with Joy at our Lord's right Hand, 
and be found of Him in Peace. Tho 


Dedication. 
T am at this Diſtance from you, 1 ſhall 


be enquiring of you, whether the Care. 


leſs amongſt you be under any Conv. 
Eizons; whether the more Serious dj 
increaſe in Leal for Religion and the 
Power of Godlineſs; whether young 


ones are inquiſuive after Knowledge, 


and who of you are ſecking the way 10 
Zion with their Faces thitherward. 
I have ſpoken fo fully and freely to yay 
in this Sermon, that I ſhall add ni 
more, but the Bleſſing or Prayer that 
I concluded with; The God of Peace 
that brought again from the Dead 
our Lord Jeſus, that Great Shep- 


herd of the Sheep, through rhe | 


Blood of the Everlaſting Covenant, 
make you perfect in every good 
Work to do his Will, working in 
you that whic li ds well-pleaſing in 
his ſight.— So prays 
Jour late Miniſter, aud 
Still your Servant for Jeſus ſake, 


| | 
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Farewell-Sermon, 
Preach'd 


In the Pariſh-Church of 
Great Kimbel, &c. 


Acts 20. 32. 


% d now, Brethren, I commend you 
Cc to God, and to the Word of his 
ad Grace, which is able to build you 
p- up, and to give you an Inheritance 


he among all them which are ſancli ſied. 


I | | \ 
. HE word [Now] in the begin- 
a ning of the Text, being a Note 
IN of Time, leads us to the Conſi- 
in Werration of the Seaſon when theſe Words 
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were ſpoken; which was upon the 4. 
poſtle's taking his laſt Farewell of the 
Church of Epheſus, ver. 25. He faith, 
Now behold, I know that ye all, among whom 
I have gone preaching the K jngdom of God, 
ſhall fee my Face no more; for tho' parti- 
cular Perſons amongſt them might ſee 
him afterwards, as we had Trophimus an 
Epheſian with him at Jeruſalem, yet they 
were to ſee him no more inthe ſame man- 
ner, preaching the Kingdom of God amongſt 
them, as they had done before. He 
takes his leave in a large Speech, begin- 
ning at ver. 18. in which, amongſt other 
things, he faith, Am, upon this our par- 
ting, 1 commend you to God, &c. 

In which Words we may obſerve, his 
Commendation, or Praiſe of the Word of 
God, and then his recommending or com- 
mitting them to that Word, and to God 
therein. 
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I. I begin with the Commendation 
which he gives of the Word of God, 
which he calls the Word of his Grace, alle 
to build them up, and to give them an In- 
heritance among all them that are ſanctiſed. 
We meet with many a noble Encomim 

ON 
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A. 

the Wk; the Word; P/alm 119. is almoſt 
ich, NVrolly taken up with the Praiſe of it. In 
om Ne Text the Word is commended both 


xm the Nature and from the Effects of 
. From the Nature of it, it is the Word 
i Grace; ſo ver. 24. it is called the 
ſpel of the Grace of Gd. The Word 
ud Goſpel is the glad Tidings of the Grace 


nagt Wed Favour of God in Chriſt : it is alſo the 
He chicle of Grace, the Miniſtration of the 
gin. Wit, by which Grace is wrought. There 
ther Wire many Inſtitutions of Philoſophy, 
pare WT: the Power of the Spirit of Gyace 


4235 not wont to accompany them, as 
tdoth the Goſpel ; to enlighten, hum- 
le, ſanctifie and ſave the Souls of Men: 
Nay, under the legal Diſpenſation Grace 
ns not given forth in that meaſure, as 
tis under the r 36h It is from hence, 


be, that we need thole Apoltolical 
Lutions, Not to turn the Grace of God into 


In- o would make Grace to harmonize and 
fied, Natee with Sin, 2 Pet. 2. 19. or would 
ium Woke Grace to diſagree and fall out with 

on Nie Terms of the Goſpel; Ep“. 2. 8. 


And 


/z, that the Goſpel is ſuch a Word of 


Nantonneſs ; Jude ver. 4. as they do, 
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And again, Nor to receive the Grace of Gyy 
in vain, 2 Cor. 6. 1. as they do, whe, 
have the Word of Grace, without the 
Power of the Spirit accompanying it 


«no f 
tance 
njoy 
rata 


; 1 Theſſ. 1.5. or who reſuſe to be alu N on 
| | and won in by the Grace and Love ci the 
played in the Goſpel, Mat. 11. 17, cet) 
[ Word is further commended, th Ab 
L 2. From the Effect, of it. It ii = 
| Word of Power; able ro build you up, end 
4 to give you an Inheritance, &c. The othetan 
* Apoſtle faith of it, it is able to ſave ; nd gi 
* Soul, Jam. 1. 21. Which is the fam dete 
4 Title that is given to Chriſt himſelf, Mel 
* ble to fave, — Heb. 7. 25. Our Lord mil 
I Title is communicated to the Word; H kd £0 
F- faves Meritorioufly by his Death, n e 
1 cioufly by his Spirit, Inftrumentally b cle 
x his Word. Two things are affirmed n 
* the Mord of Grace, in the Text, Ith th 
'vh 1. It is able to give 30% an Inheritance ff": 
. mong all them that are ſanttifyd, Tha the 
1 Heaven is an Iaheritance, is plainly ena 
down in Scripture, 1 Pet. 1. 4. Ihc 
it is among them that are ſauttified, 184 ud b 

plainly deducible from thence. Non Fal 

but the Sandified, or they that are mad Coe 


Holy, ſhall be Partakers of it; and the 
l 
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no {mall part of the Glory of the Inhe- 
itance, that it is among the Santtify'a,to be 
joy'd only among holy ones; Az Iz- 
ritance of the Saints in light, where the 


4 t only ſee God, and behold the Glory 
che Redeemer, but have a Holy 
I ciety one with another, they ſt down 


ith Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob in the Ring- 
w of God. Now faith the Text, the 
ford of Grace is able to give you this In- 
eritance, It give you the Note of it, 
id gives you the Promiſe of it. Heaven 
u eternal Life is the great Promiſe of the 
olpel, co which indeed all the other 
omiſes tend; only it muſt be remem- 
xd to be a c:2ditzonal Promiſe, given 
Mn certain Ferms and Conditions ex- 
led in the Mord of his Grace. This 
not confound the Covenant of Grace 
th the Covenant of Works, for the Con- 
ung of the one and of the other are 
the ſame. The Conditions of the 
venant of Works ſuppoſe a State of In- 
Kency and Perfection, in which they 
ud be perform'd; But Repentance, 
Faith, which are the Conditions of 
mad Covenant of Grace, do on our Guilt, 


and che fallen State in which we are : 
1 They 
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They only reſpect a Mediator, his Sac. 
fice and Atonement, which the Covenzr 
of Works ſaith nothing of; Nor are the 
to be performed in our own Strength. I. 
Conditions of the Goſpel are not therefy 
contrary to the Grace of the Goſp: 
becauſe they are by no means meritoriqy 
of the Promiſed Inheritance ; Nothin 
could move him to make ſuch a Promil 
but his Grace; Nor is there any Reaſ 
why the Inheritance ſhould be given 
poor penitent Believers, but his tree Pri 
mile or Word of Grace; eſpecially whe 
theſe very Conditions are of his own bt 
ſtowing; Faith is his Gift, as well! 
Chriſt; And our Lord is exaltcd, t 
give Repentance and Remiſſion of Sins, 

2. He ſaith, the Word is able 0 /«: 
you up; Which is a Figurative Expreſl 
reſpecting the Conditions of the lake! 
tance promiſed, and the Preparatio 
which is to be, in order thereunto; A 
this alſo is by means of the Wy 
This Phraſe of Building is uſed in leve 
places, 1 Cor. 3. 7. Te are God's Builai 
r Pet. 2. 5. Built up a ſpiritual Hou 
By Nature you are as Rubbiſh, fit on 
to be caſt out; Or as ſome waſt Pla 
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| ft only for a Habitation of Devils, and 
Hold of every unclean Spirit; where dwell 
Malice, Envy, Pride, the Luſts of Unclean- 
neſs, Cc. Now that you may be built 
yp, two things are neceſſary. 

1, The Foundation mult be laid, and 
this is by the Word, or the Word is able 
to do it. Let us compare two Places; 
The one is 1 Cor. 3. 11. Other Founda- 
ion can nd Man lay, than what is laid, 
which is Jeſus Chriſt : The other is Eph. 2. 
20, Te are built upon the Foundation of the 
Apoſtles and Prophets — Chriit is the only 


perſonal Foundation, He is the Rock of 


Ages, the chief Corner-ſtone ; But tliete is 
a Doctrinal Foundation, viz. Ine Apo- 
ſtles and Prophets, that is, the Writings 
of the Apoſtles and Prophets, the ſame 
with the Word of Grace, which eſta— 
blitheth Chriſt as the only Foundation 
on which the Building can ſtand; The 
Fundamental Doctrines of which are, 
That thereis no Reconciliation, no Par- 
don of Sin, but by Jelus Chriſt, by the 
Merit and Purchaſe of his Death ; That 
there muſt be a new Birth, and great 
Change in order to an Interelt in Chriſt, 
3nd in What he hath purchaſed ; Thar 
2 the 
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14 A Farewell. Sermon. 


the Beginning and Progreſs of that Work 
is by Strength derived from Chriſt, wh 
ts the Aut ir and Finiſher of our Fut, 
Heb. 12. 2. Ihus is Chriſt the Foundati 
on; and they muſt needs be fooliſh 
Builders, who reject the Chief Corner. 
fone, Acts 4.11, It is dreadful to build 
upon the Saxa, but a bleſſed thing to 
build or to be built up, on a Rock. Which 
Difference our Lord at large ſets forth, 
Mat. 7. 24— 27. And if it be ſaid, it 
Chriſt be the only Foundation, why do 
Miniſters preach any thing beſides Chriſt 
and Mercy? Why are there ſo many Ser. 
mons of Terrour, of Humiliation and 
Sorrow for Sin? and why dothey preach 
up Holineſs and good Works ? The An- 
{wer is eaſy, We muſt preach Humili- 
tion, Lerrours, and Sorrow for Sin, as 
neceſſary to the bringing the Soul to 


Chriſt : the caſting out the Rubbith is 
neceſſary to the laying the Foundation. 


And then we preach up Holineſs and good 
Herts, as that which is to be bailt upon 


the Foundation, when it is rightly laid ; 
which brings us to the Second Thing, 


e. 


2. That 
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2. That a Super ſtructare mult be rear'd 
pon the Foundation; and this allo is by 
the Word; Eph. 2. 22. In whom [i. e. 
n Chriſt] ye are builded together for an 
Hihttation of God through the Spirit. Col. 
1.7. Built up in him, and ſtabliſhed in the 
Faith, as ye have been taught : That as e- 
very Building hath an Owner, that rules 
ind guides the Houſe; fo you are not 
jour own, but the Spirit of God muſt 
well in you, rule over you; not as an 
ordinary Building, but as a Temple, a 
ſpiritual Houſe, dedicated to God, and to 
his Service. The Building mult be glo- 
nous, ſuited to ſuch a Foundation, not 
with Word, Hay, and Stubble, as Errors, 
Miſtakes, and Miſcarriages are called; 
but with Gold, Silver, and precious Stones, 
noting thoſe Graces and Duties, that are 
pure, uſeful and durable. O! what a 
ich Houſe is every holy Soul, built up 


| 3 with Gold, Silver, Pearls and Jewels, 


itted and prepared for the Maſter's Uſe! 


and that is indeed edrfying, that tends to 


the maintaining and increaſing thoſe 
braces and Holy Duties; and this is 
what the Word of Grace is able to do, and 
which the Spirit of Grace does do 2 

y. 
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by. So much of the Commendation of the 
Word. 
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II. I proceed to the Apoſtle's cone. 
ing or committing his Hearers to this 
Word of Grace, and to God therein, | 
commend you, faith he, to God, aud to the 
Word of his Grace. It is for the fake of 
this Example that I choſe theſe Words, 
Having taken another Charge, or under- 
taken another Work, I am legally to 
reſign up this Pariſh into the hands of 
thoſe to whom the Care of providing for 
it belongs; beſides which legal Reſi2ns- 
tion, I am come in this my laſt Sermon, 
to reſign you up, to commend and com- 
mit you to God, and the Word of his 
Gracc. 

Miniſters, when they reſign up their 
People, and their Charge of them, are 
and ſhould be very deſirous to have them 
in ſafe hands. When you have any 
thing that is more than ordinary dear to 
you, which you mult leave, you com 
mend it to ſuch an one whom you can 
truſt ; and the more Danger you appre- 
hend it may be in, the more careful you 


are to commend or commit it to late keep- 
ing. 
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07 This Pariſh hath been very dear 
ome; my firſt People, my only Peo- 
e; the Place of my Deſires and Vows ; 
ny dearly beloved and longed for; you 
xd the Strength and Affection of my 
fouth ; and I am grown grey amonglt 
ou, after above one and twenty Years 
Relidence and Labour: And now that I 
uſt reſign you up, I would tain have 


ay du in ſafe hands. The Apoſtle, by 
7 E Spirit of Prophecy, foreſaw what 
, aud befall the People to whom he 


pike when he was gone; Ad, 20. 


7 . 0 7 . 
4s: . I know this, that after my departing, 
„eric vous Wolves enter in among you, 


ſbaring the Flock : He ſeems to mean 


bs lecutors, or falſe Teachers, or both. 
heir pe that will not be your Calc ; but 
ue Nat, you are not out of danger in | 
hem er reſpects ; the Devil will ſtrive 
any NV on his Deſigns; The Drunkards 
ar to their Seminaries, which have given 
this Trouble, will hope to gain 
| can WW Advantages by my Removal: I 
pre: vid earneſtly deſire that you were com- 
| you ed therefore to ſafe keeping. , 
ccep- NV there is no Safety or late keeping 
ing. ts Miniſter can commend or commit 
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his People to, but to God and the Is 
of his Grace. Accordingly I do her, 
reſign you up, and commend you toth 


Word of Grace, and to God therein, 1 
1. I reſign, commend and commit yo ure 
to the Mord of Grace. This I deſire toꝙ hat 
in the moſt comprehenſive Senſe nut, 
Manner. I look forward, and acknowledWMicn 
with Thankfulneſs, that God has anſwers, 
ed my Prayers and Endeavours in pr em, 
ding one to ſtand in my place and ſtea Peale 
zue Eyes eden ſeeing it. TI commena E whic 
therefore to the Word of Grace in ti be 
Mouth of my Succeſſor. I deliver you 
into his hands, as the Miniſter ol ore 
Lord for your Good. I diſcharge you @MLord 
the Duty and Obedience which you ovine 
to me as your Teacher and Guide: ny H 
I hereby commend and commit you din 
his Teaching and Overſight, And tg, re, 
I look backward, and I do commend an) 4; 
commit you to the Word of Grace, en 
has been delivered to you in and b) oy 
Miniſtry for ſo long a Space of Time Mou; 
gether. I am conſcious to my {cit the 
manitold Miſcarriages among you Bm, 


my Miniſtry; I have grievoully fil 
hort, even in thoſe things in wil 
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commit and commend you to the Py. 
miſes of the Word, according to the 
Terms thereof, and the Method which 
the Lord uſeth to fulfil them. I have 
laid before you the Promiſes of eternal 


have 
ſome 
the 1 
ind t 
unde! 


Life, by way of Treaty with you; pro- Fi 
vided you yield to the Conditions thereo! WM the ( 
and as they ſtand confirm'd, and ſhall 3M ; i» / 
made good to all that embrace them, and Parti: 
perform their part of the Covenant. M Yc 
I commend you to the Lord's Covenant r 
I commit you and yours to the Lord Gol died 
of Iſrael, under whoſe Wings you ar to th 
come to truſt. If you are the Movrncrs E 
you ſhall be comforted; if you hunger «nM ing : 
thirſt after Righteonſneſs, you ſhall be s 
led ; if you came to Him, weary and hen jca h 
laden, He will give you Reſt; if you nit 
ſake your Ways and Thonzhts, and turm 1 Heat 
the Lord, He will have Mercy upon youg that 
and abundantly pardon you. ind t 
Then again, I commend and commit brim 
you to the Conduct of the Word. Wa chic 
are miniſterial Guides, but the Mord oO and 
God is your real Guide; to the Direction dow 
and Gridance thereof I commit you. Wh ctr 
cannot repeat now all rhe Directi00 WF Mul 
which in above two thouſand Sermons ea 
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ave deliver'd to you; but I will name 
me of them, as my laſt Advice, and 
he Doctrines that I commend to you, 
ind that I commit and commend you co, 
under thcſe rwo Heads. 

Firft, I commit and commend you to 
the Conduct of that Word of Grace, which 
to lead Sinners at firſt to Chriſt ; in ſuch 
Particulars as theſe that follow, viz. that 

You muſt lie under à decp Senſe of the 
Evil of Sin, its Nature, Vileneſs and miſ- 
ie vous Effects. Look on it as contrary 
o the Nature of God, an Oppoſition to 
his Holineſs, a daring his Juſtice, a figlit- 
ng againſt his Sovereignty, a denying 
hs Omniſciency, a ſlighting his Power, 
ea his Goodneſs and his Patience. Look 
01 it as having turn'd the Angels out of 
Heaven, and Adam out of Paradiſe; as 
tat which hath drown'd a whole World, 
and turn'd Cities into Aſhes by Fire and 
brimſtone from Heaven; that it is Sin 
which has ruin'd Nations and Kingdoms ; 
ad as to particular Perſons, hath brought 
town Judgments temporal, ſpiritual and 
eternal; tor which Hell is prepared, and 
Multitudes of Sinners brought thither 
ready. 

You 
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You muſt be perſwaded of the Natur- 
and Neceſſity of the great Change Ly Convex. 
ſou. The State by Nature being ſo bad, 
you mult well conſider what is to be dong 
for your Recovery; you muſt be born 4 
gain; it is very hopeful to find Perſons 
under ſome Convictions and Awaken. 
ings ; to have good Affections and kind. 
ly Inclinations ; to abſtain from groſs 
Sin, and to give Attendance upon Ordi- 
nances. But you muſt know, that it 
is not enough to be civil, but that you 
mult be ſpiritual ; that you mult not! 
reſt in any thing ſhort of a thorow 
Change; there muſt be a nem Creature, 
a new ſpiritual Sexſation, that you may 
ſee the Vileneſs ot Sin, the Excellency | 
of Chriſt, the Beauty of Holineſs ; that} 
you may taſt and tee how good and gra- 
cious the Lord is: there muſt be new 
Powers, a ſpiritual Appetite, hungring I 
and thirſting after Chriſt ; breathing and 


crying, the Spirit enabling to cry, Abb | 


Father, and aſſiſting with Groans that | 
cannot be uttered : there muſt be new At. 
tainments, gracious Diſcourſe, ſpiritual | 
Growth, heavenly Work; ſoas to work 
out your Salvation with Fear and Trem- 
bling. You 
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You muſt further, break off from the 
filſe Hopes and Preſumptions, that Sinners 
ge apt to fool themſelves with. You muit 
not depend on Church-Privileges, that you 
ate of the Church, and admitted to full 
Communion therein; you mult not 
mt to ſome outward Performances, or 
that you have gain'd thereby the good 
(pinton of others; you may periſh with 
ll theſe, and periſh ſo much the more 
dreadfully ; Think not to ſay within your 
ſaves, we have Abraham to our Father. Ma- 
mwill {ay to our Lord, in that day, We have 
ien and drank in thy Preſence, and thou 
laſt taught in our Streets; To whom he 
will anſwer, I know you not, &c. But if 
you fay, that you hope and truſt in 
Chriſt ; is not that he whom you refulz 
and neglect, whoſe Spirit you vex and 
teliſt? If your Hope and Truſt make you 
20 0n more ſecurely in your Sins, and 
ſerve only to quiet your Conſciences in 
purſuing your Luſts; then is your Hope 
wrong, and will be lite 4 Spiders Web : 
This is not to truſt in Chriſt, but to 
affront him. Is Chriſt the Miniſter of 
din! Shall we continue in Sin, that Grace 
y abound ? God forbid. 

You 
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You muſt, next, Have a care of del. 
ing your Repentance, of ſtifling Convidtion,, 
and of putting off the great Work till anoths; 
time. How little do you conlider cither 
what Si or what Repentance is, when 
you delay and pur off your turning from 
Sin to God? Obſerve how it ſounds, it 
is as if you thould ſay, © We woul! 
* have a little time longer to affront 
** our Maker, and wound our Conſcien- 
ces in: We would plunge our ſelves 
deeper in the Mire; and lye a littlc 
longer in a Leproſy and Stench: We 
* would do that a little more, which 
** we intend to be aſhamed of, and to 

loath our ſelves tor, and which we 
muſt be cut to the Heart in the Re- 
* membrance of, when we have done, 
Now is this Reaſon, or Madaels ! 
What a deſpiſing is this of the {paring 
Mercy of God? What a number of la- 
{ſtances are there of thole who have been 
cut off, in their Sins, who once thought 
they would repent before they dy*'d ? How 
unlikely is it, that you ſhould be more il 
ing bercafter than now, when Sin is known 
to be ſo hardning a thing, and Cuſtom in 
Sin gives the Devil the faſter hold of you 
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5 How know you, that you ſhall enjoy 


tian 

, ue Helps hereafter, that now are offer'd 
ther (0 you? Perhaps you may not always 
thee Neaoy the Means of Grace ; or he may 


hen aut up your day in Darkneſs, by with- 
rom Naawing the Spirit of Grace. His Spirit 
may no more //rive with you: But 
when you have wexed his Holy Spirit, he 
may turm to be your Enemy, and ficht a- 
zunſt you. 

Moreover, you mult be perſwaded of 
| Readineſs of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to 
elde them that come to him, or that turn 
God by lim. None came to him in 
ie time of his Abode here on Earth, 
ut he graciouſly received them; tho he 
*m'd to neglect the Woman of Canaay at 
it, yet afterwards (like Joſeph ) he 


„ It 
ould 
ront 
den- 
Ives 
ittle 

We 
hich 
1d to 


| WC 
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one, 

els ! Wh not refrain himſelf : Nea, tho they 
ring N been very bad before, as Publicans 
la- Harlors, yet upon their return, they 


been Were receiv'd. Though you cannot 
ught nme to him, with the Feet of your Body, 
Jow hey did; yer Faith and Repentance 
wil. thus expreſſed, as a coming to him, as a 
own {W'king Sin, Satan and the World, and 


urning to him, as the Prodigal to his 
ther, as the Patient to the Phyſician, 
D as 


Mm in 
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as a poor condemned MalefaQor to : 
Advocate. And tho now he is in He; 
ven he hath chang d his Condition, ye 
hath he not chang 'd his Diſpoſition. Hi 
was at great colt to make a way of Accel; 
that you might come to the Father b 
him; and now he earneſtly gives ya 
his Calls and Invitations of Grace : H 
does not conceal his Willingneſs, he re 
quires you to come to him; and com 
plains of Sinners, that they wil not on 
to him, that they might have Life. Yo 
Impotency is from your Obſtinacy ; { 
he 1s ready to encourage you, and read 
to aſſiſt you, in your coming to hi 
and returning to the Father by him. 
Laſtly, you mult beg the Aſian: 
of the holy Spirit of God, to enable yu! 
this great Work of returning to God by Hat 
and Repentance. Be ſenſible of your ov 
Weakneſs and Inſufficiency ; but kno 
withall that there is proviſion made 
Grace and Strength in the Golpel ; al 
that you have Encouragements to ic 
the Holy Spirit of God, not only fie 
the general notice of his compaſſionate \ 
ture towards poor Creatures in Miter) 
but from the gracious Deſian that he ba 
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hand; and the coſt that he hath been 
to bring about that great deſign of the 
Llyation of fallen Creatures, with Ho- 
pur to his Juſtice, by a Mediator; and 
om the more plentiful Effuſions of the 
irit in Goſpel-cimes. It is ſaid, Jobs 7. 
. That the Spzrit was not given, dis. 
that Meaſure as afterwards, becauſe 
ſus was not yet glorify d. But now the 
ord is glorify d; and is gone up on High, 
at he might give Gifts to Men; and 
e Goſpel is the Miniſtration of the Spirit; 
nd he has commanded you, to a that 
4 may receive, and promis'd to gide the 
bly Spirit to them that ask him: Yea he 
till beforehand with you, and hath al- 
ay given you of the common Work- 
35 ot the Spirit; and hath made his Or- 
lances the means of Grace, and of re- 
ing the Spirit: And they will obtain 
ir end, if they are not refus'd or a- 
„by you. This is the Word of his 
we that I commend and commit you to, 
der to the leading you to Chriſt. 

Yondly, I further commend and re- 
1you over to the Conduct of that Mord 
urace, that, after you are brought to 
Wilt, 16 to lead you throughont the whole 
D 2 Courſe 
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Courſe of your Lives; in ſuch Inſtances 1; 


theſe, viz. That, 
You mult expect to meet with Tempt; 
tions all along your way; underſtand wh; 


they are, and arm your felves againſ{ then 
The Devil will aſſault you, you will h 


tempted to Pride and Conceitedneß; H 
will endeavour to puff you up with Co 
ceits of your Gifts and Graces : He wil 
{trive to draw you to Security and Ne 
ligencein Duty ; to make you lay dow 
your Watch, and to reſtrain Prayer bg 
tore God. You'll meet with Temprat 
ons to turn your Zeal into little Diſpute 


and Controverſies, and to grow cool d 


lukewarm in the weightier Matters. Bt 


ſides all the Miſchief you are in dangd 


of by wicked Men, the Devil's Inſt 


ments; from the Examples and Flat 


ries of ſome, and the Scorns and Reprol 
ches of others. If they cannot perlccu 
you with their Hands, they will w. 
their Tongues ; and you have need 
Wiſdom, and Courage, of Watchiulng 
and Strength, againſt ſo many and 
great Temptations. 

You muſt, further, waaintaie the 
our of God in his Ordinances. Havs 
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care you neglect not ſecret Prayer; enter 
into your Cloſets, into Places where you 
may be lealt in danger of Oſtentation or 
lnterruption: Much of the Stacerity of 
your Hearts may be known by your ſe- 
cret Retirements ; there may be Expreſ- 
fons and Affections that are not ſuited to 
Prayer with others. Yet you muſt nor, 
under pretence of Prayer by your ſclves, 
neglect Family-Prayer z without which 
you can never engage, as Joſhuz did, for 
your Houſes, that they will ſerve the 
Lord, Chriſtian Families are called 
Churches on this account, becauſe of the 
Duties of God's Worſhip that are to be 
perform'd therein; and every thing there 
is to be /anctiſied by the Word of God and 
Prayer. But tho the Lord doth not de- 
ſpiſe the Dwellings and Familics of his 
People, yet he loves the Gates of Zion, 
vetter than all the Dwellings of Jacob : 
Publick Worſhip redounds chicfly to the 
Honour of God in the World; and there- 
fore it is, that the People of God have ſo 
bewail'd the Loſs, when they have been 
depriv'd of the Houſe of God, at any 
time; and have ſb priz'd the publick 
Ordinances. when they have enjoy'd 

| them. 
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them. See that you eſteem ore D 
hu Courts better than a thouſand ; and be 
ready to ſay from Experience, How amis. 
ble are thy Tabernacles, O Lord God 
Hoſts ! 

You mult, in the next place, be ce 
ful in all relative Duties; and mind th: 
particular Duties of thoſe Places and Sta- 
tions in which it pleaſeth God to ſet you. 
Let every Soul be ſubject to the higher Pos. 
ers: Give Honour to whom Homonr is due, 
Tribute to whom Tribute, Cuſtom to win 
Cuſtom, Fear to whom Fear. Ton muſt need; 
be [ubjett not only for Wrath, but alſo fn 
Conſcience- ſate. So allo in the Church, 
you mult obey them that have the Rule over 
vou, for they watch for your Souls, as the; 
that muſt give an account. The Prieſts 
Lips preſerve Knowledge, and in difficult 
Cafes you mult enquire the Law at their 
Months ; and the Meſſage they are au- 
thorized to bring you from God, you 
mult receive not as the Word of Men, but 
45 it is in Truth, the Word of God. So as 
to Family-Relations, How kaoweſt thou, 
O Alan, but that thou mayſt ſave thy Wife; 
and how kxoweſt thou, O Wife, but that thou 
m4 ſave thy Hrshand ? Seeing we Fo 
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there are ſome that will not be won in by 
the Word, who yet are won by the Con- 
ver[ation of their Wives. Children, ho- 
nour your Parents : hearken to their In- 
ſtructions; ſubmit to their Reproots ; 
kar to offend them, and endeavour to be 
Comfort to them in their elder Years. 
and you Parents, from the firſt devote 
„our Children to God; inſtruc them in 
the things relating to their everlaſting 


% lation; reprove them for, and re- 
0m train them from ſinning againſt God; 
feds 


vive them a holy Example, and daily ot- 
kr up humble and hearty Prayer, as Job 
dd for his Children, according to the Num- 
„ef them all. You Servants, obey your 
Maſters lawful Commands ; neglect not 
eſs their Buſineſs ; do not defraud them, nor 
by any Croſſneſs or Murmuring provoke 
tem. And let not Maſters rule over 
their Servants as over Beaſts or Slaves: 
Mind firit the Good of your Servants 
Souls, and give them what # juſt and e- 
zual, in Inſtruction, Proviſion, Work 
and Wages. 

Moreover, you muſt grow in Grace 
and in the Knowledge of gur Lord and Savi- 
r Jeſus Chriſt. You muſt make COR 

an. 
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ſtant Uſe of Chriſt, in your dayly Wall; s 
as an Advocate that may procure you con. WM” 
tinued Pardon and Peace; and as 3 1 
Counſeller, to help and aſſiſt you by his we 
Holy Spirit. Make Progreſs in and MI": 
through Him in the ways of God. Here. 18 
by is the Father glorified, that you bring | e 
forth much Fruit. As Men deſire much uk 
Learning, much Riches, Cc. fo mull 15 . 
Chriſtians delire much Holineſs; eſpeci. 1 
ally they that have more Time and more a 2 
Helps than others, ſhould endeavour al. 4 
ter more Grace, and to make better Im. 3 
provements than they. 171 
Again, you mult be ſerzonſly engag d e. (uri 
very day in an actual Preparation for Dei "uh 
ana Judgment. Let Grace be in continu- WW... E 
al Exciciſe; your Loyns girt, and your Fr 
Lamps burning, and you your ſelves as Ker. om 
vants that wait for their Lord. Set your Nun 
Houſes, and chietly your Hearts in order, 50 
often call your ſelves to a ſtrict Account Wh. bes 
and Examination, before you are called Wh. 
before the great Tribunal. Dying daily, . < 
in the Meditation of Death and Prepara- Nen 0 
tion for it, will be the way to triumph Niet 
over Death when it comes : If Chrilt be iſe! 


your Life now, Death will be your G 
at laſt, Fm Final, 
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Finally, you mult iu the Souls of 
alk; thers, AS well as jour nn: Firſt indeed 
Con. ur own, and then the Souls of others; 
"2 1 W:(ccially the Souls of them that are un- 
his WW your care ; of your Childrea and Ser- 
and W::ns, concerning whom you muſt give 
eic. ; particular Account: But not only 
are, but you muſt endeavour, what 
uct En you lies, to promote the Salvation 
nult Wl; all, with whom you do converſe. 
ce Witruct the ignorant, warn the unruh, 
note en fort the feeble- minded; exhort one 4- 
r al- er aayly, while it is called to day; and 
Im. nate one another to Lowe and to good 
Works, If by any former unworthy 
Carriage, you have contributed to the 


e. 


e it of the Souls of any, you have itron- 
1% Wer Engagements lying upon you; as a 
%% Wt of ſpiritual Reſtitution, ro be doing 
de em what good you can; To be lure 
YOU! ay are endeavouring the Deſtruction 
der, Wh Fouls, do you therefore earneſtly de- 
1 e and endeavour after their Salvation. 


hey that know the worth of Souls, 


laily ' Wi what a precious Price the Redeeming 
_ em coſt, will be earneſtly deſirous to pro- 
on te the great Deſign, which our Lord 


* © Wolelf came about, viz, the Saving 
(1411 E the 


ally, | 
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the Souls of Men. It is but Gratityde 
and as a return of Thankfulneſs for wh: 
hath been done for you, to do what 50 
can for the Good and Benefit of other 
This will be an Evidence of your oy 
Sincerity, and will contribute to you 
Growth in Grace, and tend to your Fear 
and Comfort at Death,and to your Crow 
at the day of our Lord's Appearing ; whe: 
they that turn many to Righteouſneſs fhall b 
made to ſhine like Stars for ever and ev 
This is the Word of his Grace, to the Co 
duct of which I commend and commit yo 
2. But I cannot aright commit an 
commena you to the Word of Grace, u 
lels I alſo commend, commit, and rt 
ſign you up to the God of Grace therein 
So the Apoſtle doth here; Icommend 30 
{aith he, to God and the Word, &«. $ 
did the Apoſtles elſewhere, A#s 14. 2M" ® 
They commended them to the Lord on no 
they belived. I reſign you up to his He 
tection, Care and Cure. The great, H 
good Shepherd of the Sheep take Care 18 
theſe Sheep. This is to be done by Faith 
Prayer in theſe Particulars following, vl! *? 
That the Lord would bleſs my Labours lhat 


monzſt you for your preſent, future, * 
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wr everlaſting Good, I have planted, &c. 
ow the Lord give the Increaſe. The 
rd grant, that no Soul may periſh 
o' any negligenee of mine in this 
ace; 1 deſire you may have Grace to 


tude 
Whz 
it yo 
ther 
o 


ved ke up by your tuture Diligence, what- 
ou er hath been wanting in your or my 
where; that not only what Good hath 
0 ul i already done, may ſpread and go 
dard; but that the Seed ſown, and 
je C l yet appearing, may come up when 
ic vom gone; particularly among young 
it as: and herein that Saying may be 
cc, ur, ane /ows, and another reapeth: yea 
1d the Lord by his Grace, may make 
ſderein e lalt Words more uſeful, than many 
nd ner Sermons have been. Sampſon 
4+. WW 7c at his Death than in his Lyfe. 
12. „ more be done now for the Deſtru- 
„nn of Satan's Kingdom, than in many 
his P nons heretofore. I am affraid there 
cat, many yet in their Sins, and under 
Care WF tower of their Luſts; Lord, ſtreng- 
41% ne this ante; that this laſt Attempt 
ng, dot be in vain, | 
„may hear of the flouriſbing of Re- 
ure, in this Pariſh, and in theſe Parts of 


„Country, when I am at a diſtance 
AJ E 2 from 
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from you; of a ſtrict Obſervation of th 
Lord's Day; of ſerious Watchfulgch 
and Conſtant Duties in your Families 
of a greater Concern for the Reform; 
of Manners, and the carrying on the ge 
Knds of the Society, in this Neighbout 
hood, in reference thereunto. 

That Ged would give you a Miniſtry . 
his own Heart: That you may duly a 
tend on, eſteem and reverence him, ti 
is to be ſet over you in the Lord; a 
that God may graciouſly and mighil 
aſſiſt him, and proſper the Work of h 
Miniſtry in this place. 

That you may in your Places help fins 
your Miniſter's Work ; not only, by beit 
Prieſts as it were in your own Families 
but by combining together for Prayer, 2 
mutual Inſtruction, and Chriſtian Co 
ference. Not that I would have 1 
uſurp the Miniſterial Office (which v 
the Gainſ/aying 6f Corah) nor will the 
be any danger of it in ſuch Religiuus 
cicties, if they be managed with Hum 
ty, without Diſputes about unnecelia 


Controverſies, or deſpiſing others und 
pretence of one having greater Gifts til 
another: eſpecially alto if ſuch Con 
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rences be manag'd in a due Subordination 
to your Miniſter ; ſtill engaging one a- 
nother to a conſtant Artendance upon 
him, and in difficult Caſes conſulting 
with him; and, if it may be, deſiring 
his Preſence and Aſſiſtance, at proper 
Seaſons, With you. 

That you may be delivered from Wolves 
that would deſtroy the Sheep; from errone- 
ous, wicked, and ungodly Perſons : That 
after my Departure you may not be ſe- 
duc'd by Qnakers, Papiſts, or other dan- 
gerdus and deſigning Men; nor drawn 
aſide by the Prophane to neglect the Wor- 
ſhip of God, and the ſolemn Aſſemblies. 

That, Laitly, we may comfortably meet at 
liſt in and among it the general Aſſembly ana 
Church of the Fir- born; that tho we 
part here, we may meet in Heaven, and 
never part more. This is a changing 
World, but that above is unchangeable. 

Thus I have commented and committed 


on to God; but before I conclude, I deſire 


to add theſe two things. 

1. That in vain, as to you, is my 
committing and commending you to 
God, if you do not commit, yield and 
reſign up your ſelves to him. For this 

we 


* 
6 
4 


"1 

= 

= 

1 = 
4 
. 
*2 
. 
| 
4 

4 
bs 


1 
74 


a - mY 
«i _— - * 
1 — — * 
1 — 


L 
' 
| 
| 


—— — 


— — 


— — —y„— 
8 


— 
- 
+ as. a 


f 


——  ##—— 


_- 


- — — —— 
— 


8 
_ — 
—— 
2 - 


RS — 
- ** r 
- 
rm i 
_ -- 


—— 


12 85 


23 * r 


38 Farewell. Sermon. 


we have the Example of holy Daria, 
Plal. 31.5. Into thy hands I commit my 
Spirit, for thou hait redeemed me, O Lord 
God of Truth. In times of Danger Men 
ſettle their Affairs, and diſpoſe of what 
they molt value into ſafe hands; now 
your Souls or Spzrits are the molt preci- 
ous thing you have to diſpoſe of; and a 
Redeemer's Hands are the only ſafe place 
in which they can be depolited: in him 
there is Willingneſs to receive the Truſt, 
and Ability to keep what you commit to hin; 
unto that day; he is faithful that has pro- 
miſled ; only there mult be Reconciliation. 
It is irkſom to commend your molt preci- 
ous Concerns to an Enemy; there mult 
be a Covenarnt-Relation, a gracious Tranſ- 
action between God and your Souls ; 
wherein you, being ſenſible of your Mi- 
ſery and Inability to help your ſelves, 
do entirely give up your ſelves to him by 
Faith and Prayer, Indeed where elſe 
will you leave your Souls? or what elle 
will you do, when God fhall require your 
Souls however? But if you can commend 
or Commit your Souls to him, as into the 
Hinds of a faithful Creator and Redeemer, 
you may then commit any ching elle, and 
tru 
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truſt him with your Bodies, Eſtates, Re- 


lations: You may commit your way unto 
the Lord, and truit alſo in him, and he will 
ring it to paſs. 

2, That when I am thus committing, 
commending and reſigning you up to God, 
you muſt alſo commit me and mine to 
God, in folemn Prayer and Supplication 
for us. Brethren, pray for us, we truſt we 
have 4 good Conſcience. Theſe were the 
Words of the great Apoltle, Heb. 13. 18. 
who frequently and earneſtly deſired the 
Prayers of the People ro whom he prea- 
ched and wrote, This 1s but equa]: I 


here commend you to the Lord, and the Word 


of his Grace, in this my laſt Farewell ; 
now, my beloved Friends in Chriſt, do 
you reſign me up. I know it is a hard 
thing for ſome of you to give me up; I 
leem as if I were torn from divers of you; 
but not only muſt you yield and reſin me 
freely, but you mult reſign, commit and 
give up me and mine to God. It is the 
laſt and only thing you can now do for 
me, to commend me and mine to God 
in carneſt Prayer. I ask it in return for 
al the Kindneſs I have ſhew'd you for ſo 
great a Part of my Life, in which | have 

— labour'd 
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labour'd amongſt you. If I have oblige 
any of you, if I have been an Inſtrumen 
of Good to any of your Souls, I def 
only a Remembrance in your Prayer 
when I am gone. We do not part 1 
Anger, or from any Pique or Quarre, 
but upon Conſideration, taking Advice 
and ſeeking God by Prayer. Many at; 
apprehenſive. of great Difficulties I ſhal 
meet with, in the place to which I go: 

Certain it is, Igo about a Work in great 
mealute new to me, and much unknown 
Pray tor me, commit and commend me 
to the Lord. Thus with joint Suppl. 
cat ions let our Souls meet at the Throne 
of Grace (when our Bodies are [epars: 

ted) offering up our Prayers to the lam 
God and Father, thro' the ſame great 
Mediator, for the Aſſiſtance of the lam: 
Holy Spiiit, in whatſoever place, ont. 
whatſoever Work it pleaſeth our Malt 
to Call us. 

Now unto him that is able to Keep you fr, "i 
falling, and to preſent you faultleſs before a 
Preſence of his Glory, with excceazng 10 
Lo the only wiſe God our Saviour, be Glor 
and Majeſi'y, Dominzon-aya Power, both 3, 


gud ever. Amen, 
y 1 N 1 8. 
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